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Term 3  Week 9  Volume 27 

A Message from the Principal 

 9th September  2022 

State Schools Spectacular  

This week our students participating in the Mass Dance section for State Schools Spectacular 

travelled to Melbourne for final rehearsals and then performances on Friday and Saturday. 

This is a wonderful opportunity for our students to perform in a televised large-scale stage 

production!  A big thank you to Mr Bowles and Ms Pace for their organisation throughout 

the year and to Ms Middlemiss for supporting with her attendance this week in Melbourne. 

Congratulations to the students involved, Hannah Dowsett, Eboni Charter, Alyssa Townsend 

and Tiffany Morrison! 

We are also very proud of School Captain Holly McAdie, who is one of the backing vocalists 

at State Schools Spectacular this year. Holly went through an extensive audition process last 

year and has been rehearsing regularly in Melbourne throughout this year. Those that have 

heard Holly perform at our recent School 

Production or a school event will know just 

how talented she is. Congratulations Holly! 
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R U Ok? Day Celebrations 

Yesterday our VCAL students organised a number of 

activities for our school to celebrate R U Ok? Day. 

Students were encouraged to wear a touch of yellow, a 

BBQ was organised and some lunchtime activities took 

place in our Open Learning Centre. Hopefully this day has 

inspired and empowered some of our school community 

to connect with those around them and start a 

conversation with someone who may be struggling. 
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Year 8 Girls Basketball 

Parent Opinion Survey 

Families have until the end of next week to complete the annual Parent/Caregiver/Guardian 

Opinion Survey.  All families were sent invitations for the survey, including the link via email 

and our XUNO Parent Portal. It is an online survey, only takes 20 minutes to complete, and 

can be accessed at any convenient time within the fieldwork period on desktop computers, 

laptops, tablets or smartphones. 

Survey results will be communicated to parents/caregivers/guardians through annual 

reporting and are also discussed at School Council and shared to staff. Last year we used the 

survey results to make the changes to our Assessment and Reporting process. This resulted in 

the addition of CATs and teacher comments. Results from these surveys also helped inform 

our most recent School Review. 

 

Reminder regarding Student Reports  

A short reminder to all families that students at our school now regularly complete Common 

Assessment Task’s (CATs) across all of their subjects. Parents can view when these are due in 

the XUNO parent portal and will then be provided with written feedback on their child’s 

achievement as well as an overall result. 

As always, please contact our office on 5352 4177 if you have any questions, or need 

assistance setting up access to XUNO. 

 

Final week of Term 3 

Next week is the final week of Term 3.  I hope all families are looking forward to the break. 

The final day of term for our students will be Thursday September 15th.  Friday September 

16th is our whole staff Professional Practice Day, which is a student free day. 

 

Ellie McDougall 

Principal 

On Tuesday Ms Albrecht and Mr Sawyer 

had the pleasure of taking a group of 

year 8 girls to the basketball in Horsham. 

Despite having little experience in the 

game, only two students had played 

before, the girls showed great 

determination. They were able to 

improve every game which built their 

confidence and enjoyment levels. The 

team upheld our school values 

throughout the whole day, we were very 

impressed with their efforts. Well done 

team!  
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A C Reads 

I don't tell Mum and Sam anything about my weekends with 

Dad. It would be giving them tickets into that world. The 

world Dad and I have created. And I don't want to do that. 

It's ours. It's all we have. It's all we've been allowed since my 

parents got divorced. Cate gets to spend every second 

weekend with her dad, and each time something special and 

surprising happens. Something that fires the creative spark 

that Cate channels into her writing. And everything is fine 

until Cate's stepdad, Sam, gets offered his dream job in 

London and her mum decides they are going to move to 

England with him … Cate must decide what she wants for 

herself. She loves both her parents - but she must choose 

between them. A warm and funny novel full of unexpected twists and turns, joy and 

heartbreak.  

Sadie Starr is obsessed with starting over. A new year, a new 

diet, a new social media identity. Anything that gives her a 

chance to be a better version of herself. So when her dad's job 

moves the family interstate, Sadie's excited for a fresh start. 

It's also the perfect excuse to leave behind the mess she's 

made with her best friend and secret crush Daniel.  But at her 

new school, life gets complicated fast. She meets glamorous 

Alexa and her pink-badged girl gang, on a mission to 'support 

women', and outcast Jack, who the girls say has been stalking 

fellow student Loz. But Loz has a different story, one that 

changes everything. Sadie's torn. She wants to be popular. 

She wants to keep Loz's secret. She wants to fix everything. But she'll have to make 

choices. And the wrong ones could throw her perfect new life into complete chaos. 

Sadie Starr's Guide to Starting Over is an engaging, funny-serious look at the 

downsides of aiming too high, the dangers of black and white thinking -and the 

journey to realising imperfections are part of being human.  

These new novels are now available in the library. 
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Ararat College is committed to child safety (Ministerial Order No. 1359) and takes all reasonable steps to 
ensure that the safety of our students is paramount. 

Ararat College acknowledges the Traditional Owners of the country throughout Victoria. We pay our 
respects to them, their culture and their Elders past, present and emerging.  

School Uniform Recycling.   Donations Needed! 
Schools are always in need of second hand uniform.  

If you have items of uniform that your child no longer requires and you would like to donate, 
we would be most grateful to receive them. Any uniform that is still in good wearable 

condition will be happily accepted.  

If you would like to make a donation please send them to school with your child to deliver to 
the college office.  If you would like to donate items anonymously, please contact the college 

office 5352 4177 and we will make arrangements for their delivery. 

Thank you to those families who have been donating their surplus uniform, your support is 
greatly appreciated. 

Term 3 2022 

Week 10 Monday 12  

 Tuesday 13  

 Wednesday 14 Senior  Formal 

 Thursday 15  

 Friday 16 Last Day of Term 3  -  Professional Practice Day 
Student Free Day 

Term 4 2022 

Week 1 Monday 3 First Day Term 4 

 Tuesday 4  

 Wednesday 5  

 Thursday 6  

 Friday 7  

Week 2 Monday 10  

 Tuesday 11  

 Wednesday 12  

 Thursday 13  

 Friday 14  


