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Meet School Vice-captain  -  Amy Clarke 

I have lived in Ararat since the day I was born, and attended Ararat 800 before coming to 
Ararat College. As some of you may know, I have been around horses for all my life, and it is 
still one of my most significant hobbies. I have 2 horses of my own, who I take to Pony club 
and show regularly. I have trained my 5 year old horse by myself, which has been a goal of 
mine for a long time, and I am so happy with how he is progressing. Another passion of mine 
is swimming, and I have been reasonably successful competing around the district.  

I really enjoy learning new things, and 
my favourite subjects at school are 
physics and PE. I love learning about how 
our universe works, and why objects 
behave the way they do. PE is another 
favourite as I have been very active since 
I was young, and learning about the 
science behind movement and the 
factors influencing movement are very 
interesting to me. 

I don’t know what my plans are after I 
leave school yet, but I’m okay with that. 
I’m sure I will find the right career path 
when I’m ready. Currently I work at 
McDonald’s, which has given me many 
different leadership skills and helped me 
become more confident in leading a 
group. As school captain I will promote 
an inclusive and welcoming environment 
for all of our students, and will 
encourage other students to do the 
same.  

Like the rest of the leadership team, I am 
always open for a chat. Don’t be afraid 
to ask questions, it’s what we’re here for. 

Amy Clarke 



A Message from the Principal 

Rapid Antigen Tests ( RAT’s) 

Free Rapid Antigen Tests have been made available by the Victorian Government to all school 
students during term 1.  Parents are welcome to call into the college office during office hours  
8.15am to 4.30pm to collect the fortnightly allocation for their children.  

School Visitors 

Last Friday afternoon we welcomed the Deputy Secretary David Howes, Regional Director 
Chris Thompson and Area Director Jen McCrabb into our school. This was a great opportunity 
for our school to showcase the many great things happening both inside and outside of our 
classrooms! 

This week we have also had the Member for Ripon, Louise Staley MP, visit our school and 
meet some of our students. It was great to talk with Louise about our school and discuss 
some ideas for the future. 

 

School Athletics 

Next Friday April 8th, we are holding our School Athletics Carnival at Alexander Oval. Students 
should arrive by 8.30am for roll marking with events starting at 9.00am. This is a great day for 
students to represent their Houses and support their peers. There are many events for 
students to participate in as well as opportunities for them to assist on the day. Students will 
be dismissed from the oval at 2:30pm. Bus travellers will be transported to and from the oval. 
‘Frothies and Froffies’ (coffee vendors)  will also be at the carnival to meet everyone’s coffee 
needs! 

 

End of Term Approaching  

Next week marks the end of Term 1. It is hard to believe that this has been the longest chunk 
of uninterrupted time we have had in the classroom since 2019! Thank you to all parents and 
students for your understanding and support in following any required COVID guidelines, 
which has assisted in minimising disruption to our school operations. I would also like to 
thank all our staff, particularly our Daily Organiser Alison Jacobs and Assistant Principal of the 
Junior School Nick Healey, who have both ensured the smooth running of the school despite 
COVID leave requirements. On top of this we have still been able to provide students with 
many camp and extra-curricular activities.  

 

Ellie McDougall 

Principal 



School Uniform Recycling.   Donations Needed! 
Schools are always in need of second hand uniform.  

If you have items of uniform that your child no longer requires and you would like to donate, 
we would be most grateful to receive them. Any uniform that is still in good wearable 

condition will be happily accepted.  

If you would like to make a donation please send them to school with your child to deliver to 
the college office.  If you would like to donate items anonymously, please contact the college 

office 5352 4177 and we will make arrangements for their delivery. 

Thank you to those families who have been donating their surplus uniform, your support is 
greatly appreciated. 

Athletic sports  - Friday 8th April 

On  Tuesday 5th April 2022, the  “Hearing Australia” van will be visiting the school to test the 
hearing of all year 7 and 8 students. 
Parent / guardian permission is required to test a child’s hearing and for the school to receive 
a report if a problem is detected.  Parents will receive a written copy of these results in the 
post.  
Could permission forms please be returned to the College office by  Monday  4th April 
If you have any queries, please contact the school. 
Leonie Cowey 
Adolescent Health Nurse 
Mobile: 0477318504 

Hearing Tests  -  Reminder 

Our Athletic Sports will take place at Alexandra Oval on Friday the 8th, the last day of term . 
This is a sports day for all students and we look forward to seeing all of our students taking 
part. 

 Bus travellers will be transported down to the oval after they get to school and will 
go back to school at the conclusion of the sports to get on their bus home . 

 City students should go straight to Alexandra oval at 8.30am so rolls can be marked 
and students can get ready for the start of the program at 9.00am. 

 Our students will be at Alexandra Oval for the day and there will be a canteen 
operating, or a packed lunch can be brought from home.  No students will be 
permitted to leave the oval to get food elsewhere.  

 Students should ensure they have a  filled water bottle with them for the day and 
be Sunsmart. 

 Students will be dismissed from the oval to begin their holidays at 2.30pm. 

 Students will not be permitted to leave the sports  early unless parent approval has 
been provided. 

As this is a normal school day it is expected all students should be in attendance.  



Walkers Swamp Excursion 

In Animal Studies we have been looking at the influence of humans on ecosystems and how it 
may change the animal biodiversity such as animal type and number. We have been focusing 
our studies on an area near Glenthompson called ‘Walkers Swamp’ which has undergone 
significant human influences since the 1950s. This parcel of land is currently managed by 
Nature Glenelg Trust, a not for profit group that have rehabilitated a number of water systems 
in South West of Victoria and South East South Australia. 

A brief Walkers Swamp History: 

1950’s drainage lines were deepened to open up more grazing land for farmers. Walkers 
Swamp a permanent water source became open grazing land. 

2000’s Land was purchased by the Macquarie Bank and planted to plantation Bluegums with a 
10-year harvest timeline. This created a monoculture which non-endemic species to the area 
moved into and increased the number of kangaroos (macro pods) throwing out the balance of 
the ecosystem. 

At Walkers Swamp, we were able to witness first hand the work of Nature Glenelg Trust and 
their rehabilitation of an ecosystem.  We were able to compare against areas not rehabilitated 
and see the birdlife and other animal species that have now returned including vulnerable and 
endangered species. 

Our next stop was to see the amazing work of Dunkeld Pastoral Company who run a 
conservation program for animals that are extinct or at risk of becoming extinct in the 
Grampians. We were able to meet and learn more about Fat Tailed Dunnarts, Eastern Quolls, 
Squirrel Gliders, Brush tailed wallabies, Potoroos and Southern Brown Bandicoots. We all 
loved meeting ‘Bruce’ the Bettong who has a very outgoing personality (beware he bites) and 
seeing the brush tailed wallaby climb a tree…she was amazing! Students all now have an 
appreciation for the wonderful native animals that reside in our own back yard and the 
importance of conservation work in preserving species for future generations. 

Many thanks to Miss Fairly for joining us on our excursion and the crew from Dunkeld Pastoral 
for welcoming us at their amazing operation.  

Year 9 Animal Studies. 





A C Reads 

These novels have just been shortlisted for the Children’s Book 

Council Book of the Year Awards in the Younger Readers category. 

Meixing Lim and her family have arrived at the New House 

in the New Land. Everything is vast and unknown to 

Meixing and not in a good way, including the house she has 

dubbed Big Scary. She is embarrassed by the second-hand 

shoes given to her by the kind neighbours, has trouble 

understanding the language at school, and with fitting in 

and making new friends. Her solace is a glasshouse in the 

garden that inexplicably holds the sun and the moon and all 

the secrets of her memory and imagination.      

When her fragile universe is rocked by  tragedy, Meixing 

finds herself trapped within the shrinking walls of Big Scary. 

Her parents said this would be a better life for them all, but 

it feels like the worst and most heart-breaking experience 

of Meixing's entire existence. Surviving will take all the resilience and inner belief of 

this brave girl to turn their world around.  

For as long as she can remember, Pepper Stark has wanted 

one thing: to join her father, the Captain, aboard the 

magnificent RMS Aquitania on a voyage to New York.  She 

has never been allowed to set foot on her father’s ship  -  

until now.  From the decadent food to the star-studded 

passenger list, travelling on the Aquitania is every bit as 

glamourous as Pepper had imagined.  Most dazzling of all is 

American stage sensation Perdita West, wearing the world-

famous Saffron Diamond around her neck.                             

When the priceless jewel disappears mid-voyage, Pepper 

unexpectedly finds herself entangled in the crime.  With the 

Captain’s reputation at stake, Pepper and her friends set out 

to solve the mystery.  But finding a missing diamond isn’t so easy on the Aquitania, 

where everyone has something to hide ...  









                                                                                    

 

Our friendly team have a reputation for high quality products and excellent customer service. We are currently 
seeking enthusiastic Retail Assistants. The successful candidates will have a passion for the delivery of excellent 
customer service, great communication, a ‘hands on’ style and the ability to handle the daily operations of a busy 
grocery store. We are seeking candidates who will take ownership and be dedicated to the ongoing growth and 
culture of the store. Previous experience is not necessarily required, however the willingness to learn is essential. 
We require the following positions to be filled: 
Retail Assistants – 15 Years or older 
The successful applicants must possess the following attributes and major duties to include: 

 Strong customer service skills and passion to provide an exceptional shopping experience 

 Must be honest, reliable, and punctual 

 Stock rotation 

 You will be hard working with an energetic personality 

 Meticulous in presentation and maintain a high level of cleanliness 

 High attention to detail 

 Good time management skills, with the ability to multi-task 
Friendly, approachable and a positive team player 
 
Applicants must be available to work a variety of shifts over a 7-day period, which may include afternoon and/or 
weekend and public holiday work. 
IGA Ritchies Ararat offers excellent working conditions, career advancement opportunities, friendly, dynamic working 
environment, and a positive team culture. Please submit your Resume and Cover Letter in Person attention Prue Store 
Manager. 
We thank all applicants in advance for their interest in this position and advise that only shortlisted candidates will be 
contacted. 





Ararat College is committed to child safety (Ministerial Order No. 870) and takes all reasonable steps to 
ensure that the safety of our students is paramount. 

Ararat College acknowledges the Traditional Owners of the country throughout Victoria. We pay our 
respects to them, their culture and their Elders past, present and emerging.  

Term 1 2022 

Week 10 Monday 4  

 Tuesday 5 Year 7 and 8 Hearing Tests 

 Wednesday 6  

 Thursday 7  

 Friday 8 Last Day of Term 1  
School Athletics Sports 

Term 2 2022 

Week 1 Monday 25 ANZAC Day  Public holiday 

April Tuesday 26 First day of Term 2 

 Wednesday 27  

 Thursday 28  

 Friday 29  

Week 2 Monday 2  

May Tuesday 3  

 Wednesday 4  

 Thursday 5  

 Friday 6 State School Spec Rehearsal 

Week 3 Monday 9  

 Tuesday 10  

 Wednesday 11  

 Thursday 12  

 Friday 13  

Week 4 Monday 16 National Careers Week 

 Tuesday 17  

 Wednesday 18  

 Thursday 19  

 Friday 20  


