Newsletter 2022
26th August 2022
Term 3 Week 7 Volume 25

Year 7 & 8 Maths Incursion
On Wednesday morning we had a
guest come all the way from
Melbourne to run engaging and
hands on Maths activities for the
Year 7 and 8 classes. These
activities link problem-solving and
learning together in an fun and
interactive way. There were
multiple activities all around the
room that students were able to
rotate through at their own pace.
It was a fun and interactive session for all that were involved.
Katrina Pace
Maths Faculty Head
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A Message from the Principal
‘Alice in Wonderland’ hits the stage!
Next week is performance week for our school production
‘Alice in Wonderland’! Please make sure you have purchased
your tickets from our front office. We can also complete this
over the phone if you are unable to get into the school.
The cast and crew have been working extremely hard and I am
looking forward to seeing them finally be able to take the
stage. A huge thank you to Mr Bryan Kennedy, Mr Riley Mason,
Ms Celia Fairley and Mrs Nicole Potter for their continued work
and dedication over the last few years, and particularly this
year, ensuring our students have the opportunity to perform
on stage in what will be an excellent performance.
Online ordering now available from the Canteen
From next week, Monday August 29th, families will be able to
order and pay for school lunches on their phone! It is very
exciting to be able to offer this convenient option to our families and also to the local
primary schools who enjoy lunch orders form our school canteen.
To order online you will need to download the ‘Qkr!’ app and follow the instructions within
this newsletter. If you need any assistance please call our office on 5352 4177.
Berry Street Curriculum Day
On Monday September 5th all staff will be completing the second day of the Berry Street
Education Model training. This will be a pupil free day for our students.
Our staff will be completing professional learning focused on ‘relationships.’ Our school
commenced this training as we are committed to ensuring all staff are well equipped in
maximizing engagement and meeting the learning needs of all of the students in our classroom. Through the Department of Education’s Mental Health Fund initiative, we were then
able to prioritise professional learning in this area.
If you would like more information on the Berry Street Educational Model (BSEM) you can
visit their website - https://www.berrystreet.org.au/learning-and-resources/berry-streeteducation-model.

Ellie McDougall
Principal
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Xuno - Parent Portal
Parents or guardians who would like assistance in setting up or using the portal are strongly
encouraged to contact the college office on 5352 4177. Our friendly staff will be more than
happy to assist you in setting up your account and will walk you through how to use this essential communication platform.
Your Gateway to strong communication!
The portal is password protected and secure, and gives parents the ability to:
• View attendance and notify the school of a student absence
• Communicate directly with your child’s teachers
• Make bookings for student /parent /teacher conferences
• Download and view progress reports
• View homework and assignments
• View student timetables
• Excursion/Camp permission approval
• Receive notifications
• Access school calendar
Accessing The Parent Portal
• by installing the mobile App available free from the App Store or Google Play.
• Via the website https://smtool.araratcc.vic.edu.au

Brainstorm Productions

This week we were lucky to finally have
Brain-storm Productions come and present
their play “Hurting Games” to our year 7 and
8 students. It was thought provoking for all.
We hope you have had some discussions at
home in regard to this performance and if
there are any issues that have arisen for
students, please feel free to contact the
school if support is required.
The Well-being Team
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Alice in Wonderland Dress Rehearsal
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Year 9 Two-Dimensional Art ‘Skull Exploration’
Students explored three mediums to
create a total of four pieces over a
number of classes. They began using
greyscale pencil and learnt to render
(shade) using a tool called a tortillon.
They also learnt to grid up both their
reference photo and their blank page as
one technique that artists use to
transfer an image and get the
dimensions. The second medium used
was charcoal. Students used this both in
the ‘positive’ space and also flipped
their thinking to use it in the ‘negative’
space.

Caleb Townsend

The last piece was created by learning
to mix a monochromatic paint palette,
then paint their skull using at least five
tones.
Maxi Starick
All students experienced success
throughout this process and their works
are something they should be very
proud of.

Nicole Potter
Head of Arts
Hayley Ridd

Aylah Knight

Harry Belcher

Jacinta Ettles
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VCE Biology
On Wednesday August 17th, year
12 Biology students welcomed
Rosie from EarthEd to their class.
With Rosie’s guidance students
generated, collated and analysed
data about the model skulls,
which were made from moulds
of actual hominin skull fossils!
The students then used their
knowledge of evolution to place
the skulls in order, representing
our evolutionary pathway from
3.7 million years ago to the
present day.

Celia Fairley
VCE Biology
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A C Reads
This week is Book Week. The Children’s Book Council of Australia
has announced the Book of the Year Awards. Both novels are now
available in the library.

CBCA Book of the Year - Older Readers

Wen Zhou is the daughter and only child of Chinese
immigrants whose move to the lucky country has
proven to be not so lucky. Wen and her friend, Henry
Xiao - whose mum and dad are also poor immigrants
- both dream of escape from their unhappy
circumstances, and they form a plan to sit an
entrance exam to a selective high school far from
home. But when tragedy strikes, it will take all of
Wen's resilience and resourcefulness to get herself
and Henry through the storm that follows.

CBCA Book of the Year - Younger Readers
Meixing Lim and her family have arrived at the New
House in the New Land. Everything is vast and
unknown to Meixing and not in a good way, including
the house she has dubbed Big Scary. She is
embarrassed by the second-hand shoes given to her
by the kind neighbours, has trouble understanding the
language at school, and with fitting in and making new
friends. Her solace is a glasshouse in the garden that
inexplicably holds the sun and the moon and all the
secrets of her memory and imagination. Her fragile
universe is rocked when tragedy strikes and Meixing
finds herself trapped within the shrinking walls of Big
Scary. Surviving will take all the resilience and inner
belief of this brave girl to turn her world around.
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Term 3 2022
Week 7

Week 8

September

Week 9

Monday

22

Tuesday

23

Wednesday 24

College Production - Dress Rehearsals

Thursday

25

Student / Parent / Teacher Conferences - Evening session

Friday

26

Student / Parent / Teacher Conferences - No classes on this day

Monday

29

College Production Week

Tuesday

30

Wednesday 31

College Production - Alice In Wonderland Night 1

Thursday

1

College Production - Alice In Wonderland Night 2

Friday

2

Monday

5

Tuesday

6

Curriculum Day - Pupil Free Day

Wednesday 7

State School Spectacular

Thursday

8

State School Spectacular
RU OK Day

Friday

9

State School Spectacular

Monday

12

Tuesday

13

Wednesday 14
Thursday

15

Friday

16

Last Day of Term 3 - Professional Practice Day
Student Free Day

Rapid Antigen Tests ( RAT’s)
Free Rapid Antigen Tests have been made available by the Victorian Government to all school
students. Parents are welcome to call into the college office during office hours 8.15am to
4.30pm to collect the fortnightly allocation for their children.
Ararat College is committed to child safety (Ministerial Order No. 1359) and takes all reasonable steps to
ensure that the safety of our students is paramount.
Ararat College acknowledges the Traditional Owners of the country throughout Victoria. We pay our
respects to them, their culture and their Elders past, present and emerging.
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