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 Newsletter  2022 

Term 4  Week 1 Volume 29 

News from the Art Room 

 7th October  2022 

The Art Department has been lucky 
enough to receive a donation of new class 
aprons. These aprons were funded by 
GCLLEN, and the kids have already made 
use of these lovely new aprons. There’s 
no doubt they will get a lot of use as our 
current and future students tackle their 
art projects using paints and other messy 
mediums. We are very grateful for the 
GCLLEN’s generosity. 

Nicole Potter 

Head of Arts 
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A Message from the Principal 

Welcome Back! 

Firstly, a big welcome back to all students and families for the final term of the year. It is a 

longer than normal term but a busy one. Please make sure you are aware of the key dates by 

checking the calendar on XUNO and also within our newsletter. 

 

Student Assessments 

As we are now approaching the half way mark of the second semester most students will 

have teacher feedback regarding any CATs (Common Assessment Tasks) that have been 

completed. CAT feedback is provided to families continuously throughout the year through 

the XUNO portal, so please make sure you can access this vital communication tool. If you 

need assistance, please phone our office on 5352 4177. This feedback is valuable in guiding 

your child’s learning goals and for celebrating achievements. 

 

School Facility Improvements 

Over the holiday period there were a 

number of improvements happening 

around the school which have been 

fantastic to come back to. This has 

included the installation of electric 

sliding doors in our L-Wing, painting, 

plastering, and the completion of our 

newly renovated classrooms in the 

Senior Centre. Thank you to our Business 

Manager, Coralie Whitworth, for her 

organisation and management of these 

wonderful improvements. 
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Congratulations Ruby! 
Congratulations to Ruby Evans, who competed for the Glenelg region in the State Netball 
Titles last weekend. Ruby was one of 200 girls from across the state selected to compete. 
While the competition was extremely fierce and tough, the team managed one win for the 
weekend as well as several close matches. Ruby worked very hard for selection, gave up her 
Wednesday and Sunday nights for training over the last 7 weeks, even managing to go to 
training the day she got back from an interstate holiday. 
This is a massive accomplishment for Ruby, and our school is extremely proud of her hard 
work and dedication. It is fantastic to see Ruby upholding our school value of excellence in 
her sporting endeavours.  

Celebrating Student Achievements 

Throughout this year we have had a number of our students achieve a high level in their 

outside of school interests, some at a state and even national level! Throughout this term we 

would like to acknowledge and celebrate these students in our newsletter. Please feel free to 

get in touch with our office on 5352 4177 or via email Susanne.burke@education.vic.gov.au if 

you have details of any of our students who have been achieving excellence in one of their 

passions! 

 

Ellie McDougall 

Principal 

mailto:Susanne.burke@education.vic.gov.au


4 

Earth Ed 

Year 9 students attended Earth Ed in Ballarat on Wednesday to complete the seismic 
engineering challenge. The challenge focused on two key areas of mitigation and emergency 
response to earthquakes. Students were given a lesson on how earthquakes impact buildings 
around the world and ways builders try to mitigate the risk of them toppling over. Our 
students were given a pre-existing house that they had to retro fit to withstand an earthquake 
(by placing on a custom-made shaking plate). There were several different ideas that groups 
tried, however the winners for the day were Ruby Billett and Madi Ferguson who managed to 
reduce the wobble in the house to only 1.68cm!! 

The second challenge students had was to 
design, program and successfully drive a robot 
into rubble to detect life and provide 
emergency aid to survivors. To do this they had 
access to materials and a little robot called 
Sphero. This challenge allowed the students to 
see the aftermath of an earthquake and how 
emergency services can utilize emerging 
technology. Once again Ruby Billett and Madi 
Ferguson designed the most effective design 
and won the challenge. 

Josh Barrie 
Science Coordinator 
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Greater Western Regional Athletics 
On Thursday the Greater Western Regional Athletics Carnival was held at Ballarat. Our school 
had 4 students compete and they did an amazing job with the following results. 

Congratulations to: 

Ella McLoughlin  - 18/20 girls 1st Javelin, 1st Triple Jump 

Ollie Reynolds  -   12/13 boys 1st Javelin 

Baliee Turner  -   18/20 boys 3rd triple jump, 3rd 200m 

Zaviour Quarrell  -  18/20 boys 4th 1500m  

Ella and Ollie now have the opportunity to represent the region at the State Secondary Track 
and Field Championships held Albert Park on the 17th of October. 

This is a fantastic effort by all our students and we wish Ella, and Ollie every success for the 
next step in representing our region and our 
school. 
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School Uniform Recycling.   Donations Needed! 
Schools are always in need of second hand uniform.  

If you have items of uniform that your child no longer requires and you would like to donate, 
we would be most grateful to receive them. Any uniform that is still in good wearable 

condition will be happily accepted.  

If you would like to make a donation please send them to school with your child to deliver to 
the college office.  If you would like to donate items anonymously, please contact the college 

office 5352 4177 and we will make arrangements for their delivery. 

Thank you to those families who have been donating their surplus uniform, your support is 
greatly appreciated. 

From the Well-being Team 

Sun Aware and SunSmart:  

We are all glad to see the odd day of sunshine as we move towards the end of the year. It’s important to 

remember that we need to be protecting our skin even on those cloudy days. The app below is  great     

addition to your phone that helps you to stay safe from UV radiation. 

Free SunSmart app 
UV radiation is dangerous because it’s not like the sun’s light which we see, or the sun’s heat, which we 

feel, so it can be damaging our skin without us knowing. 

Our free SunSmart app takes away the guesswork by telling you when the UV is 3 and above and provid-

ing you with the recommended sun protection for your location. 

It uses forecast information from the Bureau of Meteorology (BOM) and live UV data from the Australian 

Radiation Protection and Nuclear Safety Agency (ARPANSA) to provide sun protection times for more 

than 600 locations across Australia. 

  
Features 
 UV and sun protection alerts each day. 
 A sunscreen calculator, providing you with the minimum recommended 

sunscreen application, based  on your choice of outfit. Plus, a two-hour re-
minder so you don’t forget to top up. 

 Four-day forecast of sun protection times and weather information. 
 Live UV levels for major cities, and forecast UV for all other locations. 

http://www.bom.gov.au/uv/
https://www.arpansa.gov.au/
https://www.arpansa.gov.au/
https://apps.apple.com/au/app/sunsmart/id402707467
https://apps.apple.com/au/app/sunsmart/id402707467
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=au.org.cancervic.sunsmart
https://www.sunsmart.com.au/images/resources/sunsmart-app/screen/screen-7.jpg
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A C Reads 

These new novels are now available in the library. 

A story of friendship, hope and resilience. 

You have a big heart. And people blessed with a big heart have 

a choice to make. Do they fill that heart with light and love or 

do they fill it with darkness and hate? This is your choice to 

make, Matilda. Make it wisely. Tilda Moss refuses to believe her 

papa has abandoned her and left her, alone and orphaned, in 

Brushwood Convent and Home for Girls, no matter what Sister 

Agatha says. A promise is a promise and Papa promised he 

would be back for her as soon as he returns from the war.  Tilda 

is convinced that the dreadful Sister Agatha is out to get her.  

She insists that Matilda declare to all at the convent that she is 

an orphan. She is not an orphan and she will never say it! 

Something is amiss and Tilda and her best friend Annie need to find out what before 

it is too late.  

The sequel to The Boy in the Striped Pyjamas. 

1946. Three years after a cataclysmic event which tore their 

lives apart, a mother and daughter flee Poland for Paris, shame, 

and fear at their heels, not knowing how hard it is to escape 

your past. Nearly eighty years later, Gretel Fernsby lives a life 

that is a far cry from her traumatic childhood. When a couple 

moves into the flat below her in her London mansion block, it 

should be nothing more than a momentary inconvenience. 

However, the appearance of their nine-year-old son Henry 

brings back memories she would rather forget. Faced with a 

choice between her own safety and his, Gretel is taken back to 

a similar crossroads she encountered long ago.   
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Ararat College is committed to child safety (Ministerial Order No. 1359) and takes all reasonable steps to 
ensure that the safety of our students is paramount. 

Ararat College acknowledges the Traditional Owners of the country throughout Victoria. We pay our 
respects to them, their culture and their Elders past, present and emerging.  

School attendance is important and we have included a brief overview of our requirements  
as a reminder going into the last term. Please contact the college office if you have any 
concerns with this process. 
All students are expected to attend school every day and arrive at all scheduled lessons and 
activities on time. Rolls are marked electronically by all staff for each lesson of the day. 
Parents can monitor their attendance live via the Xuno parent portal. 
Students are expected to remain in the college grounds during the school day, unless they 
have written permission from a parent or guardian to attend an appointment.   

 All students must sign in or out via the General Office if they are late to school or need 
to leave early. 

 Students will not be given permission to go down the street for the sole purpose of 
buying lunch. 

 
The Department of Education requires a valid reason be given to the school for ALL student 
absences. 
If your child is absent an SMS will be sent to your mobile phone asking for an explanation.  
This can be given: 

 via attendance notification in the parent portal 
 via a return SMS 
 via a phone call to the College 
 via written note explaining an absence (blank notes are in the diary) on the day your 

child returns.   
“It’s Not Okay to Be Away” 

 

Attendance 

Term 4 2022 

Week 2 Monday 10  

 Tuesday 11  

 Wednesday 12  

 Thursday 13  

 Friday 14  

 Monday 17 Year 7 Immunisation  

 Tuesday 18 Last day of school for year 12 

 Wednesday 19  

 Thursday 20  

 Friday 21  


