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Year 12 VCE Outdoor Ed
As a part of our year 12 course,
students have been studying the
health of outdoor environments
across the regions including the
Grampains/Gariwerd and Mt Cole
parks.
Students have learnt about how
land managers assess the health
of these important natural
environments and how the health
supports individual and societies
overall health.
Kriss Ellis
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A Message from the Principal
Student/Parent/Teacher Conferences
Next week we are holding Semester Two Student/Parent/Teacher Conferences. Bookings
are now open on XUNO or you can phone our office on 5352 4177. Bookings will close on
the portal at 12pm on Wednesday August 24th, so if you would like to book during after
time please phone our office. These conferences provide a great opportunity for to discuss
your child’s progress in detail with their teachers, celebrate achievements and look for
opportunities for further growth. I strongly encourage all students to attend these
conferences with their parents or guardians. There will be no classes running at school on
the Friday August 26th.
Tickets on sale NOW – ‘Alice in Wonderland’
Tickets are now on sale for our school production
‘Alice in Wonderland.’ These can be purchased from
our front office, student and concession tickets are
$5 and adults $15. Be sure to get in quick so that you
don’t miss a great night out!
Performances will be held at The Ararat Town Hall
on the following nights:
· Wednesday August 31st 7:30pm
· Thursday September 1st 7:30pm
Parent Opinion Survey
Our school is conducting a survey to find out what
parents/caregivers/guardians think of our school. The Parent/Caregiver/Guardian Opinion
Survey is an annual survey offered by the Department of Education and Training that is
designed to assist schools in gaining an understanding of families’ perceptions of school
climate, student behavior, and student engagement. We encourage all families to
participate in this survey. Our school will use the survey results to help inform and direct
future school planning and improvement strategies.
While previously a random sample of approximately 30 per cent of parents/caregivers/
guardians have been selected to participate, this year, all families are invited to Friday 19th
August to Friday 16th September. Invitations for survey, including the link will be
distributed via email and our XUNO Parent Portal.
The survey will be conducted online, only takes 20 minutes to complete, and can be
accessed at any convenient time within the fieldwork period on desktop computers,
laptops, tablets or smartphones.
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The online survey will be available in a range of languages other than English. These
include: Arabic, Vietnamese, Simplified Chinese, Chin (Hakha), Hindi, Japanese, Somali,
Turkish, Punjabi and Greek.
Survey results will be communicated to parents/caregivers/guardians through annual
reporting and our also discussed at School Council and shared to staff. Last year we used
the survey results to make the changes to our Assessment and Reporting process. This
resulted in the addition of CATs and teacher comments. Results from these surveys also
helped inform our most recent School Review.
Please contact our office on 5352 4177 if you have any questions or need assistance
completing the survey.
Ellie McDougall
Principal

Xuno - Parent Portal
Parents or guardians who would like assistance in setting up or using the portal are strongly
encouraged to contact the college office on 5352 4177. Our friendly staff will be more than
happy to assist you in setting up your account and will walk you through how to use this essential communication platform.
Your Gateway to strong communication!
The portal is password protected and secure, and gives parents the ability to:
• View attendance and notify the school of a student absence
• Communicate directly with your child’s teachers
• Make bookings for student /parent /teacher conferences
• Download and view progress reports
• View homework and assignments
• View student timetables
• Excursion/Camp permission approval
• Receive notifications
• Access school calendar
Accessing The Parent Portal
• by installing the mobile App available free from the App Store or Google Play.
• Via the website https://smtool.araratcc.vic.edu.au
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A C Reads
These new novels by popular author Jack Heath are now available in
the library.
10 stories.
10 mysterious situations.
10 brave kids.

20 minutes of clues.
Kane’s parachute fails during a skydive. Is someone
trying to kill him? Fang is investigated by secret police.
Can she prove she isn’t a traitor? Omar is buried alive in
a coffin. How will he escape? Jack Heath’s ten nail-biting
and mysterious short stories will intrigue and terrify
during each 20-minute countdown, as dangerous
situations play out right down to the last crucial moment.

20 stories.
20 dangerous situations.
20 brave kids.
10 minutes to escape.

Dodi is in the blast radius of an asteroid on a collision
course with Earth. Gary is stuck up a tree with a giant
tsunami wave fast approaching. Tatum is climbing a
caldera when an earthquake makes the volcano erupt.
Read 20 new dangerous stories in 10 minutes of
reading time each!
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Coming to Ararat College for Year 7 & 8 students on 3rd August

The Hurting Game
On 3rd August Brainstorm Productions will be presenting their student wellbeing performance
‘The Hurting Game’ for our year 7 & 8 students. ‘The Hurting Game’ is a live theatre experience
that explores the skills we need to cope with life’s challenges and build meaningful connections.
The performance highlights the games we play to give ourselves a false sense of power and belonging, which can lead to anxiety, loneliness and disconnection. It challenges students to think
about how they treat themselves and others, both online and offline, and provides strategies
for breaking unhealthy behaviour patterns. Issues such as (cyber)bullying, mental health and
body image are unpacked in the post-performance Q&A and help-seeking information is provided.
‘The Hurting Game’ is part of our student Health curriculum and has been developed by education and mental health professionals. This engaging theatrical experience uses humour, relatable characters and real student experiences to spark conversations about friendships, online behaviour, resilience and mental health.
This production facilitates opportunities for parents and guardians to have further discussions
around these topics at home. Please feel free to reach-out to the school if any further support
is required.
Brainstorm Productions is one of Australia’s largest and most respected theatre in education
companies, performing to over 300,000 students every year. They are endorsed by the eSafety
Commissioner as a Trusted eSafety Provider. If you would like to know more about Brainstorm
Productions, you can visit brainstormproductions.edu.au, or follow them on Instagram
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Term 3 2022
Week 7

Week 8

September

Week 9

Monday

22

Tuesday

23

Wednesday 24

College Production - Dress Rehearsals

Thursday

25

Student / Parent / Teacher Conferences - Evening session

Friday

26

Student / Parent / Teacher Conferences - No classes on this day

Monday

29

College Production Week

Tuesday

30

Wednesday 31

College Production - Alice In Wonderland Night 1

Thursday

1

College Production - Alice In Wonderland Night 2

Friday

2

Monday

5

Tuesday

6

Curriculum Day - Pupil Free Day

Wednesday 7

State School Spectacular

Thursday

8

State School Spectacular
RU OK Day

Friday

9

State School Spectacular

Monday

12

Tuesday

13

Wednesday 14
Thursday

15

Friday

16

Last Day of Term 3 - Professional Practice Day
Student Free Day

Rapid Antigen Tests ( RAT’s)
Free Rapid Antigen Tests have been made available by the Victorian Government to all school
students. Parents are welcome to call into the college office during office hours 8.15am to
4.30pm to collect the fortnightly allocation for their children.
Ararat College is committed to child safety (Ministerial Order No. 1359) and takes all reasonable steps to
ensure that the safety of our students is paramount.
Ararat College acknowledges the Traditional Owners of the country throughout Victoria. We pay our
respects to them, their culture and their Elders past, present and emerging.
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