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10th February 2012 
   Term 1   Week 1  Volume 1 

 

A message from our Principal…. 

Welcome Back 
It is always a great pleasure and relief to welcome back all  of 
our students safely after the holiday period.  Thanks to the 
conscientious efforts of Mrs Brennan, assisted ably by Mr 
Suffield and Ms Adams, we had a fully operational timetable 
and started classes immediately following our whole school 
assembly.   
 
It was with great pleasure that I welcomed our 79 Year 7 
students to their new school last Friday.  They greatly enjoyed 
their first day as secondary school students and appreciated the 
opportunity to share the whole school with only our Year 12 
ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΦ  L ŎƻƴƎǊŀǘǳƭŀǘŜ ƻǳǊ ¸ŜŀǊ тΩǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎŦǳƭ 
completion of Primary School and I look forward to them using 
their enormous array of talents to make a positive contribution 
to their new school. 
 
During our whole school assembly other students new to the 
school were welcomed and a special welcome was also given to 
our Year 12 students as they take on their most important and 
challenging year of their secondary education.  As our school 
Ƴƻǘǘƻ ά9ƴƎŀƎŜΣ LƴǎǇƛǊŜΣ 9ƴƧƻȅέ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘǎΣ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ ǘƻ 
ǎŜŜƪ ǘƻ ά9ƴƎŀƎŜέ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎΣ άLƴǎǇƛǊŜέ 
them to achieve their absolute best and to make their whole 
ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ŀǘ ƻǳǊ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ŀ ǾŜǊȅ ά 9ƴƧƻȅŀōƭŜέ ƻƴŜΦ 
 
 

Year 7 Immunisation 
 

Monday 20th February 

Year 9 Meet and Greet 
MYC  7-30pm 

 
Wednesday  

15th February 

School Photos 
 

Friday 17th February 

Dates to Remember! 
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New Staff 
I am very pleased to announce that we have employed a number of new members of staff. 
Some are brand new to our school, some are returning after a period of absence and some are 
taking on new roles within the school. 
 

Ms Angela Ettles (1.0 Maths position) 
Ms Melissa Curtis (0.5  Science position) 
Ms Dayna Curtis (0.6 Science positionς replacing Ms Adams for term one) 
Mr Adrian Van Raaphorst ( 0.2 Physics) 
Ms Christine Baines ( 1.0 Humanities/English - replacing Mrs Sherwell for term one) 
Ms Pru Shalders (0.2 VET Hospitality and Catering). 
Ms Audrey Morand (French Language Teacher Assistant) 
Mr Jack Malley (TSSP position) 
Ms Avanthi Wickremasinghe-Jayatilieke  (0.2 Instrumental Music position ςPiano) 
Mr Jason Xanthoudakis (0.4  Instrumental Music position - Brass and Woodwind). 

Ms Lois Reynolds (0.5 English) 
Ms Leonie Cowey (School Nurse) 
Ms Melissa Fiegert (Canteen Assistant) 
Mrs Donna Lavery (0.5 Laboratory Assistant) 
Mr Kevin Bowles (1.0 Computer Technician) 

 

Departing Staff 
Sadly we also have a number of departing staff members.  They were acknowledged and 
ǘƘŀƴƪŜŘ ōȅ ƻǳǊ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ǿŜŜƪΩǎ ǿƘƻƭŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ŀǎǎŜƳōƭȅΦ 

Mr Bryan Kennedy (Farewelled on Awards Night last year) 
Mr Harry Culbertson (A.P. position at a Melton school) 
Mr Eason (Taking Long Service Leave prior to retirement) 
Mr Haig (Instrumental Music) 
Ms McErlain (Instrumental Music) 
Mr McKelvey (Instrumental Music) 

 
All of these staff made a valuable contribution to our school during their time here and their 
contributions will be appropriately acknowledged by the school. 
 

Staff Role Changes 
5ǳŜ ǘƻ aǊ /ǳƭōŜǊǘǎƻƴΩǎ ŘŜǇŀǊǘǳǊŜ ǘƻ aŜƭǘƻƴΣ aǎ !ŘŀƳǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǳƴŘŜǊǘŀƪƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǊƻƭŜ ƻŦ !ŎǘƛƴƎ 
Assistant Principal during term one.  Due to Mrs Sherwell relocating to Stawell Secondary 
College during term one to assist them as their Acting Assistant Principal, Mr Andrew Reynolds 
will be undertaking the role of Senior School Coordinator.  I congratulate these staff on taking on 
these new challenges.  It is a great credit to our school that we have high quality staff members 
whose skills and abilities are being recognised both elsewhere and within their own school. 
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Special Duty Staff Member 

Curriculum and Assessment Leader Ms Lobry 

Strategic Plan  and Professional Learning  Leader Ms Adams 

Senior School  Leader and Year 11/12 Coordinator Mr A. Reynolds 

Junior School Leader Mr Young 

Year 7 Team Leader Mr Spalding Ms Adams 

Year 8 Team Leader Mr Baxter 

Year 9 Team Leader Ms Lobry Mrs Brennan (Assistant) 

Year 10 Team Leader Ms Blurton  Mrs Canty (Assistant) 

OH&S Mr Gough 

Sports Coordinator Ms Kelly 

Timetable Mrs Brennan 

English KLA Leader Ms Lay 

Science KLA Leader Ms Adams 

Humanities KLA Leader Mr A. Reynolds 

The Arts KLA Leader Mr Suffield 

Health and P.E. KLA Leader Mr Spalding 

Technology KLA Leader Mr C. Reynolds 

LOTE KLA Leader Mrs Baxter 

Maths KLA Leader Ms Roberts 

PSD Coordinator/Literacy /Numeracy /Data Analyst Ms Sky 

College Production Ms Poole 

Technology Assistance/ Maintenance Mr Gough 

School Magazine Ms Poole 

Music Coordination/  Performance Mr Baxter 

Student Reporting Mr Baxter 

Graduate/New Staff Mentor Coordinator Mrs Mawson 

Production Sets and Scenery Mrs Lugg 

First Aid Ms Anderson 

IT Across the Curriculum  Mr Mullin  Mr Bowles 

Year 9 Team Coordinator Ms L. Reynolds 

Koori Students Ms Anderson 

VASS Coordinator Mr Mullin 

SRC Ms Roberts  Ms Rumbold 

Bus Coordinator Mr Bowles 

Lunchtime Activities Coordinators Mrs Williams  Mrs Shannon  Mr Chandak 

Year 7 Buddy/Mentor Coordinator Mrs Rowe 

Staff Social Committee Ms Henry Mr Stevens 

2012 Staff Special Duties 
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B l a c k  S a t u r d a y 
Commemorated 
All Victorian government 
schools were requested to fly  
their flags at half mast on 
Tuesday morning to honour 
the victims of the Victorian 
bush fires in February 2009.  
School Captains Stephen 
Phillips and Ruby Klemm 
ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘŜŘ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ 
commemorative service by 
ƻōǎŜǊǾƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƳƛƴǳǘŜΩǎ ǎƛƭŜƴŎŜ 
at 12.00 noon and then 
raising the Australian flag to 
the peak at 12.01pm. 

 
 
 
 
 
Trade Training Centre 
It was with great pleasure that I was able to announce at our Awards Night 
last year that our application to construct a VET Commercial Cooking Trade 
Training Centre had been successful.  Our school has been advised that we 
will receive $1.638,968.  Our Trade Training Centre will be a purpose built 
facility designed to enable our school to offer VET 

Commercial Cooking to students from our school and to other 
students in our VET cluster.  It will have a commercial kitchen, front of 
house area and a restaurant.  It will also have the capacity to deliver 
this subject by video conference to students from other areas or to 
receive expert instruction from specialists from anywhere in the 
world.  Once completed the new facility will be a tremendous asset to 
our school 

 
 

Year 7, 11 and 12 Camps 
bŜȄǘ ǿŜŜƪ L ƭƻƻƪ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘ ǘƻ ǊŜǇƻǊǘƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǿŜŜƪΩǎ ¸ŜŀǊ т /ŀƳǇ ǘƻ Iŀƭƭǎ DŀǇ ŀƴŘ ƻǳǊ ¸ŜŀǊ мм 
and 12 Study Camp to Cape Bridgewater.  The Year 7 Camp is designed to assist our Year 7 
students to get to know each other and their teachers. Our Year 11 and 12 Camp is designed to 
encourage our senior students to aspire to achieve their full potential and to provide them with 
some advice and skills to help them to do so.  With half of all of our students involved in these 
camps at the same time, I am very grateful to our staff who are participating in the camps. 
Thanks also to our staff who remained at school and have  taken the classes of teachers away on 
camp. 
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Ararat Junior Citizen 
Award. 
Our school would like to 
congratulate 2011 Year 12 
student Alice Laidlaw who 
recently received the Ararat 
Junior Citizen Award.  All 
students and staff at our school 
are very proud of Alice and 
pleased to note that her 
n u m e r o u s  i m p r e s s i v e 
achievements have been 
formally recognised in this 
manner. 
 

Geoff Sawyer 
Principal 

 

SCHOOL PHOTOS 
 
The school photos will take place on Friday 17th  February.  Please ensure 
you are in full correct school uniform.  The envelopes will be sent home 
with students next week.   
 
Please note that the envelopes and money do not need to be sent back 
to the school until the day of the photos. Students give 
their envelopes directly to the photographers.   

 

The College does not collect money on behalf of 
the photographers. 
 

Please have correct money as the College 
Will not be able to provide change on the day. 
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A message from our  Assistant Principal…. 

What an amazing start to the year!  Firstly I would like to thank students, parents and staff for 
their best wishes as I tackle the job of being assistant principal 1st term.  I was impressed by the 
School Captains addressing the school and Ruby kindly gave me permission to print her speech. 
 

SPEECH by School Captain Ruby Klemm at whole school assembly Monday 6th February 
²ŜƭŎƻƳŜ ōŀŎƪ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜΗ !ƴŘ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ !ǊŀǊŀǘ /ƻƭƭŜƎŜ ¸ŜŀǊ тΩǎ ŀƴŘ ƴŜǿ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΦ   {ǘŜǇƘŜƴ 
and I are very grateful to have been selected School Captains for 2012. 
 As school captains, both Stephen and I represent you at Ararat College and hope to be positive 
role models and also to make sure we can make Ararat College a more enjoyable place for you. 
²ŜΩƭƭ ōŜ ƎƻƛƴƎ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƻ ŦƻǊƳ ŀǎǎŜƳōƭƛŜǎ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ ƎŜǘ ǘƻ ƪƴƻǿ ȅƻǳ ŀƭƭ ŀ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ŀƴŘ 
vice versa to make us more approachable if you have any concerns or questions for us.   
 Ararat College provides many extracurricular activities as well as leadership roles. One of those 
leadership roles is the SRC, and I know some students may see SRC as boring or useless but 
ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ƛǘΣ Ƴŀƴȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŜȄǘǊŀŎǳǊǊƛŎǳƭŀǊ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ōŜ Ǌǳƴ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ŀǎǎƛǎǘŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
SRC. 
 

 The SRC is a window to allow a student perspective to come forward at an annual meeting and 
to improve Ararat College in as many aspects as possible. It is a privilege to be elected as an SRC 
representative and to be the voice on the behalf of your entire year level. 
I advise that for 2012, and for future years that everyone gives everything they do this year 
100%. Try to reach your full potential in everything possible, whether it be school work, athletics 
or swimming sports. If you stuff up, just keep powering through it and stick at it. Do the best you 
ŎŀƴΣ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ƴƻǘƘƛƴƎ ǿǊƻƴƎ ƛƴ ǎŀȅƛƴƎ L ǘǊƛŜŘΦ 
¢ƻ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊ мнΩǎΣ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊ ǘƻ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƎƛǾŜ ȅƻǳǊ ŀƭƭΗ ¦ƴƭƛƪŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ȅŜŀǊǎ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ƴƻ ǘǳǊƴƛƴƎ ōŀŎƪ 
to improve the next year, this is it! So ask all those questions, work together and make sure you 
leave secondary school with a well-ŜŀǊƴŜŘ ǊŜǎǳƭǘΦ ²Ƙŀǘ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ǿƛƭƭƛƴƎ ǘƻ Ǉǳǘ ƛƴ ƛǎ ǿƘŀǘ ǿƛƭƭ 
determine your outcome and on the behalf of the school captains we wish you all the very best 
for the year ahead and to the rest of the school give everything a red hot crack and good luck.   
Next week look forward to highlights from the Year 7 Camp which I am attending . 
 

Janine Adams  
Acting Assistant Principal 
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S.R.C . 
2012 

SRC Year 12 
The 2012 school captains for the year 
were awarded to the mature and 
approachable Stephen Phillips and 
Ruby Klemm.   

 

 

Along with these two, Kira Faulkhead, Aimee Stewart, Mikaela Bowater and Scott McKenna 
make up the Year 12 SRC team. These delightful year 12s offer support and guidance to all 
students and are willing to hear any queries, concerns or advice to help  make Ararat College a 
ƎǊŜŀǘ ǇƭŀŎŜ ǘƻ ōŜΦ tƭŜŀǎŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ  ƘŜǎƛǘŀǘŜ ǘƻ ŀǎƪ ŀƴȅ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎ ŀǘ ŀƴȅ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊΦ  

aŀƴȅ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ŀŎƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ ±ŀƭŜƴǘƛƴŜΩǎ 5ŀȅ ŀƴŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Ǉŀǎǘ 
we have received a lot of deliveries at the school in the form of 
flowers and gifts.  If you are planning to acknowledge someone 
special this year please arrange to have items sent to the students 
home.  
Any deliveries received at the College will be held at the Office 
and it will be the students responsibility to collect it from the 
Office and deliver it yourself to your intended recipient. 



8 

 

PUBLIC LIVE ONLINE INFORMATION SESSION (FREE) 
AND SCHOLARSHIP OPPORTUNITIES 
 
Student Exchange Australia New Zealand, a not-for-profit organisation registered with all state 
and territory departments of education, is pleased to extend an invitation for Ararat College 
students to attend our next LIVE Online information session being held on Thursday 16th 
February. The session starts at 6:30pm (AEST). 
 
The LIVE Online session gives students and families the opportunity to learn more about 
becoming an exchange student and the various scholarship options that are available. Further 
details are available in the newsletter notice which can be downloaded in either Word<http://
manage.sendandreceive.com.au/ch/8216/2ddtypr/1598195/fb0fc8scy.doc> format, as a 
JPG<http://manage.sendandreceive.com.au/ch/8216/2ddtypr/1598196/fb0fc15pk8.jpg> or in 
PDF<http://manage.sendandreceive.com.au/ch/8216/2ddtypr/1598197/fb0fcs76k.pdf> format.  

 

SCHOLARSHIPS ON OFFER - DEADLINE 31ST MARCH 

Each year we also offer 12 scholarships valued from $2,500 up to $10,800. Students don't need 
to be A-grade to apply and the top language student doesn't necessarily win. 
The deadline for scholarship submissions for all programs departing between October 2012 - 
March 2013 is Saturday 31st March, 2012. 
"Throughout my trip I made many amazing friendships and bonds that ill keep for life. My 
exchange was definitely the most tough, fun and exciting thing I have ever done and it has given 
ƳŜ ǎƻ ƳǳŎƘ ƳƻǊŜ ŎƻƴŦƛŘŜƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ ƘǳƴƎŜǊ ŦƻǊ ƭƛŦŜ ŀƴŘ ǘǊŀǾŜƭΦέ 
Georgia Bryers, New Zealand, Canada (2010 Indigenous Scholarship Winner) 
 
More information on scholarships is available from here< http://
manage.sendandreceive.com.au/ch/8216/2ddtypr/1365379/fb0fccvd2.html>. 

 

Reminder 
EMA Applications 
Parents are reminded that Education Maintenance Allowance applications for 
the first instalment for 2012 need to be lodged at the College by  

Wednesday 29th February.  

Forms are available from the College Office. 

 

http://manage.sendandreceive.com.au/ch/8216/2ddtypr/1598195/fb0fc8scy.doc
http://manage.sendandreceive.com.au/ch/8216/2ddtypr/1598195/fb0fc8scy.doc
http://manage.sendandreceive.com.au/ch/8216/2ddtypr/1598196/fb0fc15pk8.jpg
http://manage.sendandreceive.com.au/ch/8216/2ddtypr/1598197/fb0fcs76k.pdf
http://manage.sendandreceive.com.au/ch/8216/2ddtypr/1365379/fb0fccvd2.html
http://manage.sendandreceive.com.au/ch/8216/2ddtypr/1365379/fb0fccvd2.html
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Monday 20th February   
Tuesday 21st February J Cosgriff  
Wednesday 22nd February   
Thursday 23rd February A Bohner M Woods 

Friday 24th February J Woods  

Monday 13th February   
Tuesday 14th February G Hamilton L Hosking 
Wednesday 15th February   
Thursday 16th February Pam Roche  
Friday 17th February   

Chess Anyone?  

After finishing 2011 with a regular number of players and many students playing just for 
fun the Chess club will again be running in 2012.  We will hold competition games on 
Tuesday lunchtimes in the Middle Year Centre.  I expect to again run some interschool 
competition and possibly enter a team for the Victorian Schools competition if enough 
interest.  Beginners are welcome and tuition is provided. 
Mr Steve Mullin 
  
  

Are you seriously interested in singing ?  

Many students at the College have experience in primary school choirs and parents 
have asked if this could continue.  I am trialling a small group to see if enough interest 
to run a group on a Monday lunchtime for 30 minutes.   This group would be expected 
to learn the National Anthem in harmony and to be able to perform unaccompanied  at 
school assemblies.  I will meet interested students on Monday 20th Feb. in the Middle 
Years Centre to gauge interest. 
Mr Steve Mullin. 
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Swimming Sports 2012 
 
Due to the  closure  of the Outdoor pool we will are unable to conduct our Annual 
swimming sports in Ararat. 
It is sad that an important Whole School activity can no longer be offered in Ararat. 
Staff are in the process of organising  an alternative  venue.  We shall advise parents 
further once details  and a date have been finalised. 
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Term 1 

 (Week 3) Monday 13   

  Tuesday 14 5:30 pm ς Facilities Meeting 

  Wednesday 15 Year 9 Meet and Greet MYC 7-30pm 
5:30 pm ς School Canteen Meeting 
6:00 pm ς School Council Welfare and Uniform 
Committee 

  Thursday 16   

  Friday 17 SCHOOL PHOTOS 

(Week 4) Monday 20 Year 7 Immunisation Program 

  Tuesday 21   

  Wednesday 22 5.30pm ς School Council Finance Meeting 

  Thursday 23 6pm   -  School Council 

  Friday 24   


